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| Fo ef N ee the EARL of BUT E, KMT CoM- 
PANION ' of the Mos r NoBLe OzpeR of the GanTER, Sc. * 


THE 2 gn 6 in publi ping this Fittle Picee, 17 bo o promote a Taſte for rati- 


* onal, uſefilpand agreeable Com: Hat ion; and to furniſh ſome plain and 
ha Rules for the Eras * an art, highly intereſtin 7 to all Ranks in 


8 e | . 


77 Folhy, 3 1 and Frivolity have þ debauched the G enerality of the ; 
Nation; that Truth, and Reaſon can expect little Attention, unleſs 3 


by powerful Patronay e; and . N 


I have preſumed, my Lord, to make Choice of Yeu * the Patron. I can 
ground the Propriery of my Choice on the higheſt Authority, a Teſie Meipſo of 
our Gracious Sovereign, whoſe youthful Proficiency in this Art, (as in many 
other Arts) is owing to your Lordſhip's Talents. Your very Enemies Bear 
Tetimom, in an abuſive Pamphlet publi iaed ſome Years ſince, worry, in 2 
Note, I find the following, Paragraph His Talents very deſetye Iy 7 
made him amiable to his young Maſter ; his Morals were unexceptionable; 

and he was diſpoſed to Arts, and Artiſts. He was in every Reſpect adapted 
> Cir le, &c. It is preciſely in this Point of View, I look up to your 
Lordſhip ;, deign to patronize this little F PIR ; your Dignity and. 
Example will fore to it the defired Succeſs, 1 am 
| | My Tas. 
Rs _ Your Lordfhip's: 
_ Moſt Reſpetiful, 
_ Moft Obedient, 
4 Humble Servant, 
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NSLATOR, 
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of a Pere André, Profeſſor of Eloquence at Rouen in 


1 he Tal ot ** e great Li FR 


nius of the Engliſh, and to the Ton offithe preſent Tit 


The subject! is certainly intereſting : The Art if not loſt l 4 


s to his Countrymen. 


| to ſuch as have not a Turn to Reflection: Thoſs e 
Will probably make betet lor chemſelres. 4 was, hy 


x T hough the Tranſlator calls this: a Poem, te diſclaim, 
all Pretenſion to the T itle of Poet: And only, (as Vol. 


© zaire ſays of Bigſſier) makes that Uſe of Verſe (not Poetry) 


| 5 « for which it was originally intended - Namely, to imprint 
1 "| 4. on che Mind, ſuch e as . are deſirous of re- 


"i Alterations, and Additions, i in order to adapt i it to the Ge. 


| 1 HE followin ig . Poem 1s SN 98 due French > > . 


3% Na - whoſe Poſthumous Works were publiſhed. "Wo 
| . Years 280 in four Volumes. VV 


r is widrche i Originaf 5 


118 igcertainl) y very much neglected among us. The Rules here 
given, are clear, conciſe, | and comprehenſive : - But to pro- 
duce the defired Effect, they muſt be ſtudied, and practiſed, | 
b | aſſiduouſſy: The Trouble, will be amply compenſated by 
the great Advantages, the Reader will certainly reap from 
them. The Tranſlators ſole View is to promote, and faci- 


J 'I  Htate the Attainment of theſe Advantagi 
if "He has added a few. N otes, which he hopes will be of Service 
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ART of CONVERSING. 


And in their pleaſures, or their pains take part. 
N 0 1 E 8. 


Hail converſation 11 We frequently uſe terms, without having an POTION 
idea in our mind ; often a falſe one. Perhaps an attentive peruſal of this little 
poem will convince us that ConversATION is a term of this ſort. Many will 
probably here learn, for the firſt time, that the end of converſation is the 
improvement of ourſelves and others.. That where this is not our view, we 
fruſtrate the deſign of our re pore our precious time, and abuſe our 


faculties and talents. 


Friendſhip is formed, 1 on not t this term friendſhip often abuſed ? Hee i it ſig- - 
nifies that fort, where virtue is the mutual view; and reciprocal intereſt, both 
ſpiritual and temporal, the purſuit. This only i is true friendſhip, and 1 
chriſtian, with Mr. S. Jennings's leave. 


AIL converſation 15 precious gift of heaven, 
And though ro ſcience, fairly worth the ſeven : : 
By thee, the greateſt bleſſing of mankind, 
Friendſhip, is form'd, cemented and rein di— 
In this we probe the human mind and heart, 
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Learn 


ee pg: — eee e une b — e | 


"Learn Foe its rules : the dictates of found ſenſe 
 Improv'd by prudence and benevolence, 


— 2 93 


Though, without theſe, 1 every ſcience knew, 
Dach I l pra but not Ne with? Io. - 
a 1 TY "S 2 


The mae 8 interpreter, the tongue muſt be, 


Your thoughts, gag words let never  difagree. f Sd 3 


Py tes to Fr character your Tank. 
When with the ignorant, keep within their reach: ; . 4 
Accoſt the great with decent modeſty: 1 5 : 
5 Be with your h. 8 5, and Plain, and fee. 85 3 
| bs.” V Too 9 choice of bets wou '4 cramp the ſenſe = 
10 Mg Tz riſk. no abi can giver the leaſt offence. 
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Much 7 might talk. Empty chit-chat, and Givens ſinall-talk, I; many | 
abuſedly called converſation, is. here formally excluded; and great-talk too, if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion ; for the faſhionable topics, of horſes, ' dogs, 
F-#\ gaming, modes, ſcandal, &c. nay even politics, and religion. when introduced 
à ſubjects of the raſh criticiſm, and malign cenſure of petulance and ignorance. 


> 


; Whene er by china? or 1 555 mix di in the round | 
Of Company, firſt learn to know your ground. * 
Some coldly ſerious you will find; ſome Win; 


Another often quite the Harlequin: 
One ſtrives to ſhine; this with ſhrewd ſatire ſtuns: : 
This backbites all; while others deal out puns: 
Odd characters ! 'tis true; yet ſtill to each, 

You nicely muſt accommodate your ſpeech ; 

Your very air, your tone of voice, your face; 
With due regard to age, rank, time and place. 1 
Aſk, anſwer, liſten, condeſcend, and be 
Convinc d, when proper, diflent modeſt] , 2: 

Be complaiſant i in all; but never ſo, | "of 
As to approve, what bad, or r falſe you know: LIES 7 


b i 


NOTES. 


By 


Hirt n your oak 3 A nice attention to. this rule, will prevent 
many improprieties; and point out the way of rendering ourſelves agreeable 
as the contrary conduct, and - neglect of the following cautions, will make our 
character appear as odd, as ay of the above-mentioned. 


What bad, or falſe] Tr is letting ourſelves down very low to approve of what 
Is really bad, or falſe; if virtue does not prevail with 3 let our pride at leaſt 
 Wpport! us; it is perhaps a leſſer evil. 
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nung in in dear ſelf, at every other word. 
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A ſmile of mean connivance e olt wil looſe 
"A cha mad $ tongue, both God, and man to abuſe, 


* 
5 . 
* 


Whate'er in li 70 * „or 1 _ 
Act not the tyrant in your company: 
Freedom in converſe is requir d and eaſe, 
If OO Tu _ never rus 


| [Dare be Wan but prudence keep i in view, 


| By theſe directed always truth purſue ; 


Speak it out plainly, fo it pleaſes beſt ; 


As _ ſtrikes us moſt, when leaft * tis dreſt. 


The ſons of vanity, Joquacious herd 1 


I ſaw 


5 * 0 1 E S. 55 
A ſmile of mean cunnivance] Though prudence i in fome eirbuthftances with- 
Holds the dire&cenfure yet morality and honour oblige us indiſpenſibly to ſhew 
at leaſt indire d ly our S d where the honour of our maker, or our 
neighbour's reputation is injured. Our modern ſelf-called philoſophers will not 
reliſh this doctrine; as it baulks them of the laugh and admiration they ſo eagerly 


court, at the « expence of their religion, and their reaſon too. 


| Speak it out plainly, ] Suppoling it e or uſeful, and no Meg: of 
even remote juſt offence. 
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1 The Pedant” 8 gloom, and fupercilious ai air: 
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er” 1 1 The jeſt refietion au cbe diſguſt » we feel at Eoin! in oben, 
will: convince bm, how CNY the practice of it muſt render nne 9 


1 ſaw i it, 1 was - tbe a . : <p 
Ay l that was J, I furely ought to kno! 


Avoid this vice, deſtruction of all 8 7 
For though: the 


reateſt hero, von en earth ; 


PÞ 
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This I alone, wou'd all your merit taint, 
Ney make 0 . of 4 i 


" 


that” $ aid, 


The fool who grins at t erery n ix 


| By all is grinn'd at, when he turns his head. 


Never affect to deal much in — bons mots, 


That trade belongs to fribbles, coxcombs, beaus. 5 


Satire will pleaſe; too many love ill- nature; 


But hate the ſatiriſt, While they applaud the ſatire, 


If much you railly, 1 ſuſpect Jour heart, 


Fear you I may; admire, but hate your art. 


8 to avoid with fudious care, 
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Againſt + | 


our laws, tis alway! e 
Never to laugh, or al he ys to be lim 
oObſerve in hot diſpute with yonder fribble, -- 
[ That dogmatizing avant fraught with To 
Hot from his ſtudy,” with ſtiff air and tone, 
He peſters you with ſcience, — not his own. 
Thanks to his library, and not his wit, The 
\ You've all that Locke, or Leibnitz ever urit. ur 1995 
Don't contradict him, or he will diſtinguiſh, Next 


And fub-diſtinguifh 3 and all ſenſe extinguiſh; 5 
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e who talks much will void of ſenſe be found; 1 
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As empty veſſels yield th he loudeſt ſound e? ©2433 ac 25 
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ern f diſcordant ideas,” xd Wen Poy dove e 
| You UI plainly ee, the machine's out bend 1 | 
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Moe to lexed, T As « our faculties are e giyen ns to be exerciſed * our author 
is a better philoſopher, than the noble Earl, who proſcribes laughing in his 
letters b eee eee e de ſpeaks its 
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While others ſpeak,” Ks „ 
When tis your turn, be clear, your words 8 few. 
If too long-winded, you'll unkindly baulk | 
Your neighbour, ! eager, as:yourfelf,. to talk. 

Let all be intereſted in what you tell; Ms 89 125 
| *'T'will wake attention, tho' you don't excel: 2: | 
Never exhauſt your ſubject, leave behind 


Some pointy! on which On may employ their mind. b. 
| 'To riſe with 3 deſcend with eaſe, 
Rl lofrue while pleaſing, by inſtruction pleaſe: 
From grave to paſs with grace to gay, and au 
TO change with equal eaſe to grave again: 
1 Happy the man, who's of theſe gifts poſſeſs „1 
1 Next happy they. who re with his converſe bleſs'd 0 
E | | Make fr 


* o r ES 


| Be all ! He who is not acquainted with the 4 of hl lawn, muſt 
| be very ſtupid, and knows very little of the world: he who ſhocks it, is not fit 
bor ſociety, Nothing perhaps gives more offence to ſelf-love, than inattention 5 
I to. what we tay; it Is; A oe n of f in. bresding. mop , ot Wer yorlo =, 

| qualities, Fo 1 s BM 


— 


. Who are b bis 1 Bled 1 1 with bete of ſole, vir- 


885 MP and neg is certainly the mw feaſt for a rational being, 
How . 
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| Make 6440 one e with þ hinaſelf to 1 
Will never fail to be content with Fog 
Dor envious him, nor jealous will you 3 

| You've own'd his merit, Sucre in nds Aus 91507 

Mean flatt' ry tho', will never gain this —A oY 
Or err make a man of ſenſe your — 1c (5 5 
He ſcorns you, when, your judgme 
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He fads you ms ſees thro your dela. es 

Who never contradiets; 3 W ot: M 

f What profit from his converſe can tag * 5 f 

| 1: 1 

Folie 56 our e Wake, Eng 32-0617, Wl 
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NOTE 


How humiliating i is it, to ſuch as know the human nature, and the importance 
of its deſtination, to ſee this pleaſure ſo much diſregarded ; -and empty trifles, 
nay even brutal enjoyments, preferred by the generality of the ſpecies? Some 
uriters cenſure the women for not encouraging this kind of converſation; and 
others blame them for diſcouraging it by their oountenancing ſmall talk. T heir influ- = 
ence no doubt might be ſerviceable; and their exerting it, would reſtore to their ſex a = 
dignity, at preſent ſomewhat impaired ; revive the power they are deemed ſo fond 1 1 
of; now a little precarious ; and procure them an improvement, that would aud = 
A real value to thoſe charms ; which, without it, rank them little higher: than a | 
Venus of Medicis, ar an highly finiſhed pourtrait out Vandyke-or —— 
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N 8 1 427 7 * 5 344 F 4 * 24 3 · 305 
Strike inſtant! ou, to reſiſt t, is vain: : FT 


_ diffidence of our judgment, which experience teaches us, to be oftener wrong, 


ae en nicety's ; Fequix' . 
In all diſpute to el dt 
Be Reaſon always in debate your guide, 7 

Dare any combat with her on your ſide; wi, one 
But ſhou'd you ken heren midſt the hoſtile train, . 3 # 8 


.$ 5 
> ; F ; > 
Own your conbiction l inſure to you, Es 7 
E | ; TSS : 75 a 5 - = 5 * * as 4 1 
Part of the gl T_T" an ife6r due. Beta oe et 2410 
Fart ot e glory, ah 5 
; hide © 18 % CHINO SB * 
e F 5 9 
ms; all ſcorn; or ſpite, 
| 5 , 
3. * | 
d in fight: 
£ 5 < . 4 7 
. | 2401 No 5 | 
£2 TER 13 7 ; 55 3 7 5 + + 4 
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To aft « proper part. ] A general rule in all diſpute, aid indeed is of ta 


verfation, is, never to advance any thing that does not appear at leaſt, clear to 
us. and to che purpoſe. We may be miſtaken but muſt then een, to con- 


nay deſirous of it. HE, 1 


1 N75 £37 *Y 


1 "Yb vs CORY * Rn of * 3 - * 


Harſh, or contemptuons] A fincers purſuit of truth nn de 2 


than right; a command of our paſſions: a'conſideration of the deference we ex- 


act from others: a view of the cenſure, and contempt we incur by abuſive lan- 
_ guage, are infallible means of ayoiding the dangers we are here guarded againſt, 
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In vain the healing balſam is a 
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"us BE PRESET. 


Bear 1. you Pl 5 ves, you {2 mp _ 


AE 2298 7 
It only hurts the weak, becauſe they fear ET > 
| But you; good humour'd, join che la 


(neee „„%%ͤ 44,09 
Too prompt. to parry with tart r 
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Damn'd to one 
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* V When once you've honed bin! you 5A all his ſtore : : 
* amp mpaigns are always Colonel Kill'em's e 1 
lewton's attraction; that of Dr. Tropie. Wee 22 03 d hi7 
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Ohl ſweet Variety, to thee „„ WE 


| Half of the Pleafures v we in cohverſe know. 9 9 1 0” MD 
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* , Ent * a * * 5 5 5 
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Sweet variety The ſources of This variety is, x » the reading, of i improving, - 
books; an habit of reflection, and obſervation of what is worth remark ; an 
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Wou'd you Fe an art attaiꝝ v SD 0 20a. 1 
Study one ſecret well, tis worti the pain 7 117700 | 
The Secret is—with eaſe, but not by be, 


Jo turn to worthy ſubjects the diſcourſe. Go 
The means ? you aſk : here take them, they are clear: "ng 
Set ex ry one to talk within, his ſphere, 1 
What regards commerce, merchants make en 

The farmer tell the price, and growth of grain; 

The judicious trav'ller many hints imparts, 
of men, and manners, climates, nature, arts * 
9 Indulge the rich, on riches to deſeant; . 
The needy ll give good leſſons upon want; 

I The ſoldier upon war : then queſtions chuſe, 
1 e? anſwered, may turn out to Nele uſe. I | 


** : 
+ vi” 


3 
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mM NOTES „„ 
4 | abhorrence of Side and difliparion,- "Th Kerility of many, and the auk- 
1 — they feel in rational converſe, proceed from the defect of the 
entioned practice. N. B. Many W 57 « ee ſort of gentlemen, 
12 e furniſhed with a variety of ideas from romances, novels, &c. and yet are at 
1 þ loſs e e rn ien are not fit to communicate. 


4 To turn to wor orthy ſajets | To In this ty, and ingeniouſly, i is one of 
eee ee of "converſation. He who executes it well, is an uni- 
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Offer, ſome hints peculiar to the fair. 


Curs d cards | the bane of ey ry ſocial j Py. 


* | | To . thus your beſt Friends, thought, wy Gene ? 


fond of cards; though chey dare not, perhaps c often cannot. tell bem 


5 885 : : } 7 
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. fain the muſe with deference due youll, dare 
Net 02 1217 Q + 
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But Cards alas! too much their thoughts employ, ace 


Direful invention of ſome demon 8 art! ED. . ul 1 
To debaſe the Human mind, and ſpoil the heart: 95 iis dads 


That mind, created to ſuch noble ends, EE on: 
They turn aſide from converſe, duty, friends: : 2 os 7 . 
This heart, for | Joys ecſtatic form d by heaven, „ 
Is damn'd to flutter at a Six, or Seven 1 | 
Tell me, ye Fair ones, is it not a crime, 
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| Curs& cards] Where cards are productive of the evils here enumerated, as: F 


they certainly often are ; and of many, more e grievous; no man or woman of 
ſenſe, will heſitate to ſubſcribe tothis cenſure. | Was ever man or woman of ſenſe 
eager for cards, uneaſy without them, neglectful of any duty for their fake ? 


The ignorant, the avaricious, the indolent, the frivolous, the b g are 


70 murder thus] Mr. Locke's 8 opinion of cards, Aen. a. ps ö 7 ty v 


is an authority too trite, to need * 3 and too weighty to be refuſed : not 


Is \ 
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ME? 
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"ver, Gene there are Gs Late Whit, or x Loo, 
Know to amuſe themſelves, and others too. 
With ſuch as theſe, you'll great reſources find, 

| Both to improve, and to adorn your mind. 

| When you the pleaſure of their converſe ſhare, 
Approach them with reſpect, and decent air: | 

The ſex claims deference from us as a duty; 

( here there is no merit, pay it to their beauty. ) 
From theſe you'll learn the graceful, and the fit; 
I The choice of terms, the delicate in wit: 

3 The point of got, the method ſure to pleaſe; 

F | The proper term of phraſe, the decent caſe ; | 
Elegant foftneſs—But here draw a line, 

W Leſt to th effeminare rn, you decline: b 9 
1 e 5 
dat any great authority is neceſſary to convince us, that the precious advantages 
of rational thought, and time well apply'd, are ill exchanged for the futile plea- 


W ſure of a card table, even ſuppoſing it free from the anxiety, ill humour, diſ- 
appointments, and low bickerings which commonly attend it. | 
1 ret ſome there are] Too few, we fear; yet enough, to ſhew the many, (if 
chey would make the compariſon) how inferior theirſelves are in the opinion of 
every man of ſenſe whoſe eee, it may, for ws. reaſons, behove them 
to court. 5 
© Here drow @ line, ] As our  Macaroni's deal very little in the ſciences ; no 
ware, they a are not cz enough to draw this line. A great deal af 
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EI 6a: * e zounds 
Never their foibles, with their graces mir: e 
Their frivolous ſmall talk ſhun, and ranity s 3 
Paſſion for Bagatells, and Levity . 

We can't ſuſpect them, lit were too = 


Of 1 en or malicious ſheer. | 
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9 t and looſe Has | with mat > 9 
Our hearts are Es as Nicks 9 their dreſs. 
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| ſatire has been laviſh'd on theſe Heteroclitesz but WER are too . 


can Sporus feel ? However it is of uſe to hang them out in terrorem to the 
growing generation, as the drunken ſlaves among the Athenians. The ladies 


are unjuſtly cenſured for extending their favour to theſe unworthies; it is ſound 


policy : "Theſe Apoſtates give up the ſupetiority of our ſex, which always ſet un- 
ny on the other and woman's paſſion for monkies is an eſtabliſhed right. 


Mi can't ſuſbect tbem, ] But we may ſuſpect kim of irony, I fear: however 3 
we mult fi ber he * ſpeaksof French Cs our e ones have * ö 0 
hearts. : ; e 8-30 5 64 


Innoral, and leaſe ſpeech] Want of decency i is want of e 
every one who broaches, or prompts lewd difcourſe, is a fool. One ſhould ne- 
vulgar vice, but in the btothel, or night cellar: yet it is too 
often met with among people of faſhivn, or who paſs for ſuch ; where Jewd 
ſallies, and obſcene toaſts circulate with the bottle. It was a ſhrewd obſervation 
of one, who ſaid, he always ſuſpetted the virtue of the mother of any gentle- 
miuan addicted to this infamous folly; and had often verified his fuſpicion by 
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＋ 4. Fc ll his; com pany, aa ace 
Defile with lewd diſcourſe, their modeſt ears; 
Shews plain, he thinks them all (what —— 3 : 
Void, as himſelf of decency, and ſenſe * 
Indeed he owns ( tis ſome extenuation) | = 
His own low-birth, or lower education. £ 
2 e e if you bare the name 


8 ur d i; chers, an lee your: mother 8 ſhame, 
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lf vier, or vicious 4 vo nk relate, 
4 | Give it a turn, which MAY e ar hate. 


- that I may Gin you, ſaid + an | ancient br 


To one, who ſilent ſtood ; and he was right: 


By words, by even one, or geſt, or tone, 
=, The m_ 8 heart is . to be known. 
2 E. 


e 2 8 of ſuch Ladies, nds had had their eben; ar Coachmen, 
for their gallants, the very year, theſe ſons were born, Quere! ? If it were not 
more pardonable inſult to the company, if a man diſcharged the contents of | 
is ſtomach on the table; than to defile their ears with the ordure of his ob- 
ſcene nne . 


e ou [plainly "if tis not ele heart 's delight. rt Sara] 
Some againſt vice in others loud eck 1 eee 
But in themſelves, excuſe the very ſame. e 0 
Wou' d you with love of virtue me ine? r 
And with the charms of moral . 1 es HS 
. Prove by your warm inſinuating art, e 

Lk hat what you teach, flows from both 1 
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| Monſtrous the contraſt ! wheres are ſe: IA | 
* The humble virtue, and the Tcornful pride: 1 05 . ; ke: SH 
Vice ſecks in vain to put on virtue's a 8 5 x 
| Sooner or later the cheat muſt appear: . 
Bedeck a peaſant in a Queen's array, ee VP e e 
Her auk ward movements will the clown ys e 


So {ure it is, ſpite of hypocriſy, a 
* ho wou d always virtuous n muſt Aways virtuous be. a at” 
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Let heart, and tongue be always i in accord, - 4 | 
| One Lingle ſpring muſt iy 4 the thought, and ward, | 
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FE ® I wor- Be ſenſible 5 in Leeb ; N 
Something reſerv'd; without diſſimulation. 
: Benevolence ſincere to all extend. | 

| From honour” 8 ſtricteſt rules dare never bend. 

5 Stern ac oft politeneſs let elit; 7 
& Add Attic falt cnough to give: a reliſh, „„ wi 


In every „ pany have ſtill in view, 

To i pee n yourſelf, and profit others too : 
That each getiring, in himſelf may ſay; 
) A. 7 n 7 1d, = heart 5 1th 'd to-day. Ys 
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= 8 aber reſerved, without diftniulation ] A very | different 'advice from the 
noble Earl's to his ſon! Indeed moſt of the 1aXi is in this little poem, are 
n oppoſite to what his Lordſhip advances in his letters; though it 
wilffcarce admit a doubt with any man of ſenſe, virtue, or religion, which are 
D ft Gala for the good of ſociety, Yet, ſhocking to think! Theſe letters 
have been put into the hands of our youth, by parents, guardians, &c. whom 
the laws would have hanged, if they had given their pupils a doſe of arſenic. 


Which is | nd ions to 2 the an or the mind ? 
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